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The environmental jew-
elry of Rika Mouw, a coast-
dweller on Alaska’s Kenai 
Peninsula, references con-
nectivity and calls atten-
tion to less visible climate 
change and ocean acidifi-
cation, which exacerbate 
more obvious dangers such 
as drilling, logging, and over-
fishing. Galleries across the 
country show artworks by 
this Homer-based sculp-
tor and studio jeweler, as do 
that town’s Pratt Museum, 

the Anchorage Museum, 
and Washington, DC’s 
Department of the Interior 
Museum.

Mouw’s Judicial 
Collars series, part of the 
Decolonizing Alaska travel-
ing group show, explores 
the notion that neither spe-
cies nor places should suf-
fer for wont of legal standing 
in a system skewed toward 
commerce, abstract agen-
cies, and human stakehold-
ers. Arctic Caribou, a gyre 

Left: 
Mark of Time.
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FO O L E D  BY  B O U N DA R I ES  A N D  B U R E AU C R AT I C  labels, 
one might believe that once a landscape or sea-
scape is protected, officially set aside, it will be safe.

ARTIST RIKA MOUW’S NATURAL TALENT
by Michael Engelhard

GIFTS FROM THE 
FOREST AND SEA 
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of polished antler cross-sections, sug-
gests the Porcupine herd’s milling 
crush, the flow of the continent’s lon-
gest land-mammal migration that 
nourishes Gwich’in Athabaskans, 
grizzlies, ravens, foxes, mosquito 
pollinators, and wolves. Her wood-
chip ruff Tongass Yellow Cedar cel-
ebrates trees logged for decades in 
our nation’s largest national forest 
now subject to frost kill from lack of 
snow cover during the winter months. 
Naturally fallen, decomposing giants 
or “nurse logs” sustain saplings ris-
ing phoenix-like from their corpses. 
Salmon closes the interdependency 
loop. Its vertebrae coils and carved 
alder pieces evoke bonds between veg-
etation and fish, between forest and 
sea. Spent, spawned-out husks that 
eagles and bears drag from shallows 
fertilize woods; plants check riverbank 
erosion and keep salmon streams clear, 
shaded, and cool, lining fry’s home 
ground and highways for their ocean 
trek. The collars’ shape and complexity 
mirror these cycles.

Trained as a landscape architect as 
well as a goldsmith, Mouw has long 
pondered how to harmonize arti-
facts with their surroundings. Denali 
National Park’s road—a highway 
through designated wilderness—
inspired Red Carpet, her 91-inch by 
24-inch quilt of flame-tongue fireweed 
leaves. Assembled while Mouw was an 
artist-in-residence there, it reminds us 
what a privilege immersing ourselves 
in this glorious, rawboned geography 
is. After Red Carpet had been photo-
graphed, Mouw, respecting the source, 
scattered the foliage where it origi-
nated. She also no longer uses met-
als, whose mining causes collateral 
damage.

Fireweed blazing pink in new clear-
ings provides metaphor and material 
for Mouw’s oeuvre. One of the first 
plants to reclaim country forest fires 

have cindered, it stands for rebirth, 
resilience, and reconfiguration—the 
future. Dubbed “the Sourdough’s 
Calendar” by Alaskans, it spells north-
ern summers’ radiant brevity: the fewer 
blossoms bejewel its stem, the sooner 
frost will arrive, mottling leaves with 
multi-hued rust. Mouw honors this 
willowherb as a seasonal carpe diem 
with Mark of Time, her time-lapse col-
lage of seedpod wreaths splitting, fluff-
ing with down. 

Her current projects include a 
mural-size piece of hundreds of mus-
sel shells she collects on local beaches. 
Cleaned, sorted, and shaped, these 
“amazing pearls” coalesce into overlap-
ping scale armor, a frieze of undulating 
currents and tides. Mussels, a beloved 
subsistence food, grow in colonies tell-
ingly referred to as “banks.” The subtext 
of this display is ocean acidification. 
Increasing carbonic acid from carbon 
dioxide absorbed by saltwater ham-
pers shell-building mollusks, corals, 
plankton, crustaceans, and even some 
fishes. A second aquatic work-in-prog-
ress entails a Yup’ik Eskimo kuspuk—a Above: Red Carpet.

IN HER LIFE AND OUT-
PUT, THIS ARTIST OF 
GENTLE, REFINED 
BEARING KEEPS  
RETURNING TO A 
LANDSCAPE THAT  
HAS BROUGHT HER  
TO TEARS, ONE SHE’S 
EXPLORED ON FOOT 
AND BY RAFT, ONE 
THAT ON ITS 60TH  
ANNIVERSARY AGAIN 
LIES BESIEGED.
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parka-type garment—sewn 
from fish vertebrae and pho-
tographed against the back-
drops of critical salmon 
habitats: American and 
Anaconda Creek, imper-
iled by Donlin Gold; and 
Bristol Bay, catchment basin 
of the proposed Pebble 
Mine. The skeletal instal-
lation, in Mouw’s words, 
will embody “the ghost of 
wild salmon runs and the 
subsistence lifestyle,” two 
linked, perhaps doomed, 
ways of being in and perceiv-
ing the world.

In her life and output, this 
artist of gentle, refined bear-
ing keeps returning to a land-
scape that has brought her 
to tears, one she’s explored 
on foot and by raft, one 
that on its 60th anniver-
sary again lies besieged. The 

birthplace of caribou gen-
erations inspired her most 
potent conceptual piece, Gift 
of the Arctic Refuge. Text from 
the decree that established 
the “Wildlife Range,” as it 
was called, lines this trea-
sure chest. From it, snow 
geese wing like better angels 
of our nature—a skein of 

hand-torn-paper messengers 
bearing the words of those 
who fought for this sanctu-
ary. “Through bird migra-
tions alone,” Mouw says, “the 
Refuge connects peoples and 
places all over the world.” 
The idea of wilderness is the 
great gift America made to 
itself and humanity. It defies 

the twin bane of rampant 
development and ecological 
degradation. Like fireweed, 
and Mouw’s process and phi-
losophy, it germinates hope 
and one message supreme: 
Cherish and defend what’s 
entrusted to us!  

Wilderness benefits evo-
lution, the prospering of 
wildlife and civilizations. Its 
preservation thus is a moral 
imperative. The Refuge’s 
most direct impact on us is 
symbolic, however. Each 
year, hundreds of visitors 
flock there, but thousands 
who’ll never do so find  
courage just knowing  
that  it exists.   

The author had the pleasure 
of guiding Rika Mouw in the 
Arctic Refuge. Low water on 
the Hulahula turned that 
river trip into a basecamp, but 
everyone declared it a success.

Right: Judicial Collars:  
Arctic Caribou 
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When it comes to collecting, few 
coins are as coveted as the fi rst 
and last of a series. And when big 

anniversaries for those “fi rsts” and “lasts” 
come around, these coins become even 
more coveted.

Take, for example, the 1921 Morgan Silver 
Dollars. These 90% pure silver coins were 
the last of their kind, a special one-year-only 
resurrection of the classic Wild West Silver 
Dollar. Three years prior, the Pittman Act 
authorized the melting of more than 270 
million Morgan Silver Dollars so their silver 
could be sold to our allies in the United 
Kingdom. Facing our own Silver Dollar 
shortage, the world’s favorite vintage U.S. 
Silver Dollar was brought back for one year 
only while the U.S. Mint worked on its 
successor, the Peace Silver Dollar.

Dealers Begin Stockpiling 
Last-Year Morgans 

Knowing what we’ve told you about special 
anniversaries, dealers around the country 
are preparing for a surge in demand. 2021 
will mark the 100th anniversary of the 
1921 Morgan Silver Dollar—the last-year-
of-issue for the most popular vintage U.S. 
Silver Dollar ever minted. But slow-moving 
collectors may be disappointed in what they 
fi nd when they seek out these coins.

Since the days of the Pittman Act, millions 
more U.S. Silver Dollars have been 
melted or worn down in commerce. It’s 
been estimated that as few as 15% of all 
the Morgan Dollars ever minted have 
survived to the present day. That number
grows smaller each year, with private 
hoards now accounting for virtually all the 
surviving Morgan Silver Dollars. And that 
was before silver values started to rise...

Interest in Silver
Is on the Rise

As you can see from the chart on the left, 
in 2020, we’ve seen daily silver prices close 
as low as $12.01 per ounce and as high as 
$28.33 per ounce. That rise in value has 
led to a sharp increase in buyers’ interest 
in silver. We’re already seeing a surge of 
interest from collectors wanting to add 
vintage Morgan Silver Dollars to their 
collections. But at what price?

Don’t Wait—Secure Your 1921 
Morgan Silver Dollars NOW!

With this special offer, you can secure a last-
year 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar ahead of the 
rush in About Uncirculated (AU) condition 
for just $39.95! Mint marks vary. 

These vintage U.S. Silver Dollars allow you 
to hold 100 years of American history in the 
palm of your hand. But only if you secure 
yours before our limited supply of 1921 
Morgan Silver Dollars lasts in our vault.

Don’t wait—call 
1-800-973-9208 and 
use the offer code 
below to secure your 
100-year-old Morgan 
Silver Dollars NOW!

1921 Morgan Silver Dollar AU - $39.95 ea. + s/h

FREE SHIPPING on Four or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before 

taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not 
valid on previous purchases.

Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-800-973-9208
Offer Code MCD221-01

Please mention this code when you call

Why Are Dealers Hoarding These 
100-Year-Old U.S. Silver Dollars?

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi liated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com reserves 
the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over 
time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to 
GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2020 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

Why Are Dealers Hoarding These 

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. MCD221-01, Burnsville, MN 55337
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Silver Trend Chart: Prices based on monthly averages.                                  
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Why Are Dealers Hoarding These Why Are Dealers Hoarding These 

Weight:  26.73 grams
Purity: 90% silver
Diameter: 38.1 mm
Condition: AU
Mint Mark: varies

FREE SHIPPING

ON FOUR OR MORE

Actual size 
is 38.1 mm


